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    Liberty School Parents:

    I want to welcome you to a new year here at Liberty School.  I am looking forward to sharing a successful year with you and your young person.  I really enjoy working for Liberty School and for the people in the community.
This is my seventh year teaching.  I graduated in May, 2007, from Western Illinois University.  I did my student teaching in Beardstown, IL, in a first grade classroom.  My academic areas are language arts, social studies, English as a Second Language (ESL), and Spanish.  During my years at WIU, I was a tutor for International Students learning English.  I was also a conversation partner for Korean, African, and Turkish students.  I was able to teach them all English and learn a little about their culture at the same time.  I received my Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction from the American College of Education in 2012.  
My husband is Rob Hodgson and he is a retention advisor at John Wood Community College.  We just had a baby last May, Everett.  He is a lot of fun and I’m sure the students will hear lots of stories throughout the year about him.  We also have a dog, Flash and a bunch of chickens.    
Keeping your busy lifestyles in mind, please let me explain my homework policy.  I believe homework is an important part in helping my students review the main ideas covered in class.  It is also a great way to help them prepare for upcoming tests and quizzes.  In the sixth grade, your young person might respond to your questioning that they have no homework when in fact they might have a chapter science test or a reading test the next day.  Please help me remind them that studying for upcoming tests and quizzes is a very important part of homework. At home, study and review will be even more important as your young person progresses into junior high and high school.  It is also important for students to study and turn in their completed homework on time.  In all fairness, I do realize how busy your families are.  I know sometimes games run late or church services run longer than expected, or sometimes a family member gets sick. (Please send me a note to let me know what happened and explain the emergency situation).  In all other situations I will allow every student one chance to have a late assignment per quarter, but there will be consequences.  If a student turns it in on the NEXT DAY I will only deduct 
10% from their grade for the first quarter.  The second quarter is 20% and third and fourth quarters are 50%.  Any assignment after that which is not turned in on time will result in a 0.  
The student will still have to turn it in to get the practice.  Thanks for your cooperation in helping your student understand the importance of good study habits.  

I promise to work to the best of my ability to help all of my students understand the material 
I am teaching in class.  I will read and explain information as well as send home useful notes 
to help you study and review with your student before a test.  I am also willing to set up “extra”    

  study times either before or after school if your student needs a little extra help
   with the material. 
The basis of our behavior plans for the classroom includes treating each other with respect, care, and compassion.  I will constantly remind students to treat each other the way they themselves would like to be treated. This is vital to developing good adult character.  In 6th grade we will be participating in the PBIS program and get into a little more mature study of character building.  
Students will come to realize that during most of the class times we will have to work cooperatively.  When we need to get down to business, I’ll issue a general statement that “It is time to get quiet.”  If a student continues to talk, I will ask that individual to stop the inappropriate behavior.  If this continues I will have a one on one conversation with that student in the hall and record their name.  If your child’s name is recorded more than 3 times in a week, I’ll be contacting you though a note or a phone call.  They may also have a lunch detention. 

I will be putting a lot of emphasis on treating each other with care, kindness, compassion, and respect.  I will not tolerate kids making fun of each other, being exclusive at lunch or recess, or being verbally or physically abusive. 

I’m looking forward to a great year working with your student.  If you ever want to talk if you have a question, please feel free to let me know.  You can contact me at the school at 645-3841 or by e-mail hodgsons@libertyschool.net.  If you have an immediate question about homework in the evenings, please feel free to e-mail me at home.  My home e-mail address is rhodgson@adams.net.  So please try to send me a note and I’ll get back to you!

I am looking forward to a great year!
Sincerely,

